
Pet-friendly Belle Plaine Commons attracts buyers
Pet lovers who are 55 and

older are finding that a condo
at Belle Plaine Commons in
Chicago’s North Center neigh-
borhood is a perfect fit for resi-
dents who are downsizing and
streamlining their lifestyles.

“Selling a single-family home
or two-flat and living a mainte-
nance-free lifestyle is part of
the attraction for many 55-or-
better buyers at Belle Plaine
Commons at 2335 W. Belle
Plaine,” said Rena Appel, devel-
opment coordinator for North
Center Associates LLC, the de-
veloper.

“Part of the attraction is liv-
ing near lavishly landscaped
green space, fountains, tree-
lined streets and a dog park,
which make Belle Plaine Com-
mons an ideal place for pet lov-
ers embarking on a new life-
style,” Appel said.

Residents appreciate the ben-
efits of living in a pet-friendly
and maintenance-free setting
at Belle Plaine Commons,
with prices starting at just
$194,990.

Belle Plaine Commons resi-
dents and dog lovers Terrie
Matthes and Carole Schmitz
have two golden retrievers they
acquired from a pet rescue.
They welcomed Annie about
four years ago, and Ivan joined
the family about eight weeks
ago.

“Both Ivan and Annie just
love the dog park at Belle Plaine
Commons,” Matthes said. “It’s
a nice, gated dog park so they
can run around and meet other
canine friends. I usually bring a
book and they run and do their
thing.”

Matthes and Schmitz sold
their single-family home that
was just a few blocks away from
Belle Plaine Commons.

“We have always had two
dogs and when we saw that
our dogs would be welcomed
at Belle Plaine Commons, this
was a big selling point for us,”
Matthes said.

Jim Bott and Amy, his 11-
year-old Jack Russell terrier,

were the first residents to move
into Belle Plaine Commons in
May 2008.

“I lived in the neighborhood
for 19 years and my house was
just about a block and a half
away on Oakley Street,” Bott
said. “I owned a two-flat, but
the house was more than 100
years old and it showed its age.
I saw there were these new
condos going up at Belle Plaine
Commons and decided to buy
one.”

In addition to the dog park,
there are plenty of places to
walk a dog around the develop-
ment.

“This was a major consider-
ation for me when I was looking
at condominiums, too,” Bott
said. “I would think: ‘Where
will I walk Amy?’ ”

Josie McDonald and her 2-
year-old poodle, Puddin, have
been living at Belle Plaine
Commons for almost a year.

“We used to live in Raven-
swood Manor in a two-flat,” she
said. “I lived there for 38 years.
It was just too much for me.”

“I have made a lot of friends
here at Belle Plaine Commons
and Puddin just loves the dog

park,” McDonald added.
“Sometimes I am ready to

go back inside and he will still
run around in the dog park
and hang out with his doggie
friends, especially Amy.”

Cat lover Jean Petersen lives
at Belle Plaine Commons with
Jasper, her 7-year-old kitty.
Petersen moved into her con-
dominium at Belle Plaine Com-
mons in June 2008.

“I had a big house that was
just way too big for one person
after my husband had passed,”
she said. “There was just too
much yard, too much cleaning,
and way too much snow at that
house. Then I saw the sign for
Belle Plaine Commons and it
was just three miles from my
old neighborhood. I just love it
here.”

According to Petersen, Jas-
per thinks Belle Plaine Com-
mons is the cat’s meow.

“He just loves condo living.
Jasper likes to look out the win-
dow with the north and west
views, and he enjoys sunning
himself in the window.”

Resident Martha Lopez has

two parakeets named Vickie
and Sunny who keep her com-
pany at Belle Plaine Commons.
She got the birds a few years
back when her husband passed
away. The birds live in their
cage and sometimes Martha
will put them out on the patio
so they can look around outside
and talk to other birds in the
neighborhood.

“Belle Plaine Commons is
in a nice neighborhood. Retail
shopping is not far away, and
my doctor is right here, too,”
Lopez said. “There is also a
nice park with a fountain. It’s
a good place for us old folks so
we can talk and catch up. I have
a lot of friends here at Belle
Plaine Commons.”

The 92-unit Belle Plaine

Commons community anchors
the five-acre North Center
Senior Campus, bounded by
Irving Park Road, Western Av-
enue, Oakley Avenue and Belle
Plaine Avenue in the heart of
the North Center neighbor-
hood. The development over-
looks a tranquil half-acre park
and an elegant smaller, quar-
ter-acre park.

While sales at Belle Plaine
Commons are nearing the 90
percent mark, there still is a
selection of one-bedroom, one-
bedroom-plus-den and two-
bedroom residences available.

Prices at the 92-unit building
rangefrom$194,990to$212,990
for one-bedroom condomini-
ums with 848 to 900 square
feet of living space, $204,990 to
$249,990 for one-bedroom-plus-
den condominiums with 944 to
1,011 square feet of living space,
and $249,990 to $298,990 for
two-bedroom condominiums
with 1,134 to 1,155 square feet
of living space.

“At these prices, this is a rare
opportunity that won’t last,”
said Judy Westerberg, sales
manager for Garrison Partners
Ltd., the exclusive sales and
marketing agent.

One member of the house-
hold has to be at least 55 years
of age, but the other member
may be as young as 48 years.

Jim Bott and Amy, his 11-year-old Jack Russell terrier, were the first residents to move into Belle Plaine Commons
in May 2008. Bott said the community’s outdoor spaces and dog park factored into his decision to buy. DEBAT
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Find out more
The Belle Plaine
Commons sales center
and model are located in
the building at 2335 W.
Belle Plaine. Hours are 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
through Wednesday. The
center is closed Thursday
and Friday. Prospective
buyers may view floor
plans and amenities at
www.belleplainecommons.
com or call Judy
Westerberg at 773-442-
6995.

Jean Petersen and Jasper think
living at Belle Plaine Commons,
where most homes have some sort
of private outdoor space, is the
cat’s meow.

Josie McDonald and Puddin’ really enjoy the dog park at Belle Plaine
Commons.

†Offer available on select homes as determined by Lennar, for purchase agreements that sell by 5/15/10 and close by 5/31/10. Limited funds are available; this offer may change upon exhaustion of funds. Rates may change or not be available at the time of loan commitment, lock-in or
closing if funds are exhausted. Not an offer to enter into an interest rate or discount point agreement and any such agreement may only be made in writing signed by both the borrower and the lender. Specific terms apply and buyer is subject to qualification that includes, but not limited
to, a minimum of 3.5% down, a minimum credit score of 620, owner occupancy requirements and/or any changes in investor guidelines or programs. Maximum loan amount cannot exceed $417,000. IL: Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee
#MB0002095 (2300 N. Barrington Road, Suite 660, Hoffman Estates, IL 60169). Copyright © 2010 Lennar Corporation and Universal American Mortgage Company, LLC. Lennar, the Lennar logo, Universal American Mortgage Company,
and the UAMC logo are registered service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. 5/10

SHOWPLACE LOCATIONS ARE OPEN MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 12PM - 6PM
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9 Commuter-Friendly Communities
Across Chicagoland!

Lake
Michigan

94

294
355

294

88

57 94

94

90

132

120

290

55

80

52

34

34

90

Chicago

8

64

7

3

1

2

5

53

60

31

59

47

71

6

4

BRIDGEVIEW PLACE
Bridgeview

Villas, 2 Bed, 2 Bath

From $179,990
Immediate Deliveries Available!

888-592-0167

ATTN: FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS!

CONCORD COMMONS
Des Plaines

Townhomes, 2-3 Bed, 2½ Bath

From $249,990
Steps from the Metra Station!

866-264-9274
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NOW UNDER $250,000!

GREYWALL CLUB
Joliet

Ranch Duplex Homes, 2 Bed, 2 Bath

From $149,990
Plainfield Schools Onsite & Clubhouse with Pool!

888-205-2694

NOW UNDER $150,000!

ARLINGTON RESERVE
Arlington Heights

Rowhomes, 2-3 Bed, 2½ Bath

From $314,990
Easy access to expressways and O’Hare!

877-276-2299

OVER 2,000 SQ. FT.

BRIDGEVIEW PLACE
Bridgeview

Townhomes, 2-3 Bed, 2½ Bath

From $219,990
Showplace Location!

877-276-2299

GREAT VALUE!

LIBRARY TOWER
Chicago - South Loop

Tower Residences, 1-3 Bed, 2½ Bath

From $299,990
Best Location & Value. Parking Included!

877-867-7753

ONLY 3 - ONE BDRMS REMAIN!

SINGER LANDING
Lemont

Townhomes, 2-3 Bed, 2½ - 3 Bath

From $219,990
Walk to Shopping and Restaurants!

877-203-1364
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DOWNTOWN LEMONT!

TRAFALGAR WOODS
Morton Grove

Townhomes, 2-3 Bed, 2½ - 3 Bath

From $314,990
Next to Forest Preserve!

866-530-3078

MORTON GROVE!

KERRY RIDGE
Chicago Ridge

Townhomes, 2-3 Bed, 2½ - 3 Bath

From $194,990
Close to Metra and Shopping!

877-217-4846
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FROM THE $190s!

buy
NOW
buy

4.50% (5.12%APR)
fixed for life through

Universal American Mortgage Company.†

Closing Cost Assistance Available

Quality, Value and Integrity Since 1954
Best Locations, Great Prices

Incredible Rates
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